Midlands Early Music Forum
Saturday, 22 May 2010, 10.00 am to 5.00 pm
St Mark’s Church, Rugby Road, Leamington Spa, CV32 6DL
A Risky Business
An introduction to the art of improvisation, ornamentation & decoration

A workshop for singers & instruments (A440)
Tutor: Paula Chateauneuf
Soloist, accompanist, teacher and linchpin of numerous leading early music groups, lutenist Paula Chateauneuf has earned her reputation as one of the most respected and admired musicians in the early music world.  In addition to her performing and recording work she is also an AHRC Research Fellow at the University of Birmingham.  Last autumn she curated Southbank Centre’s ‘Take the Risk’ weekend of early improvisation, which featured her own ensemble, The Division Lobby, whose extemporized performances have received high critical acclaim. 

Some early musicians have a great fear of straying from the notes on the page, even though we know that this was accepted performance practice in earlier times.  For today’s workshop Paula is going to gently introduce us to the art of improvisation and encourage us to take a few more risks.  It can lead to much more exciting and creative music making.

The workshop will be in 4 parts, each with an introduction from Paula followed by participants trying out the techniques and ideas – the sessions will include a review of some 16th- and 17th-century guides to improvisation, extemporisation on ground basses, creating variations on early popular tunes, and an exploration of various techniques of embellishment of pre-composed pieces. In general the emphasis will be on “having a go” – it isn’t rocket science!
All types of singers and instruments, including keyboards, will be welcome.  We would appreciate you booking as soon as you can so the day can be tailored to the resources we have.  We also plan to send out some basic material ahead of the workshop.
Timetable

10.00

Registration and drinks
10.30

Morning sessions 

1.00

Lunch – bring sandwiches or use local pubs and eateries.

2.15 – 5.00
Afternoon sessions
Workshop fees – see booking form 
Directions
From the North: exit M40 at junction 14 on to A452.  At roundabout take second exit onto Europa Way (still A452).  Follow A452 for about two miles.  At roundabout (Binswood Tavern on your left) take first exit onto Rugby Road – A445.  St Mark’s Road is the fourth on your right.
From the South exit M40 at junction 13 and turn right onto A452.  Pick up the route above from Europa Way.

From the North East, follow A452 or A445 into Leamington Spa, and you will see St Mark’s Church, a large red brick building, on your right.
Reasonably sized car park at the Church or else park in St Mark’s Road.  Better not to park on the main Rugby Road.

Please complete the enclosed Booking Form and send it as soon as you conveniently can with your cheque (payable to ‘MEMF’) to: Mike Ashley, 256 Station Road, Knowle, Solihull, B93 0ES.  Email - mashley256@aol.com
Tel: 01564-778631

Please let Mike know if, after booking, you find you can’t make it, even if it’s at the last minute.  On the morning of the workshop, you can get Mike on 07789-534725 or Jim Rowley on 078767 04 782

Instrumentalists: please bring a labelled music stand, and please arrange your own insurance cover if required.  

Neither MEMF nor the Church can accept any responsibility for any property lost or damaged.
Saturday, 22 May 2010, 10.00am to 5.00 pm

St Mark’s Church, Leamington Spa
A Risky Business: a workshop for singers and instruments (A440)

Tutor: Paula Chateauneuf
Booking Form

Name(s)..................................................................(continue on back if necessary)  
Address …………………………………………………………………..….

........................................................................................................……………………………………………..

Tel……………………………..          email………………………………………….

Singers - please indicate voice here:    Soprano /  Alto /  Tenor /  Baritone / Bass

Instruments (A440) – what will you play?  ……………………………………….

Circle here if a member of:     MEMF    /    Another Forum    /    NEMA

Cheque enclosed: £…………………..  

Fees:   Members of MEMF / Another Forum / NEMA    £18
            Members concessions                                            £16
            Non-members                                                        £19
            Non-members concessions                                    £18
Please complete this Booking Form and send it, with your cheque (payable to ‘MEMF’), to:  Mike Ashley, 256 Station Road, Knowle, Solihull, B93 0ES
If you would like an acknowledgement, please indicate, and send an s.a.e or give an email address.

Please tell Mike if you would like a lift, or if you are willing to offer one.

